
Tamborine Mountain State High School  
Chewing Gum Rule and Consequences 

 
Tamborine Mountain State High School has a clear and consistent policy regarding chewing gum. 
 
Chewing gum presents numerous issues in a school environment – 
 
• unhygienic 
• spread of disease 
• damaging to uniforms 
• costly removal 
• aesthetically unpleasant. 
 
Background 
2014 • Students (Student Council) and parents/caregivers (P and C) raised concerns about 

gum on uniforms when students sat on concrete for parades. 
• Deposits of gum under desks increasing in number. 
• Health implications due to contagion aspect of wet gum. 
• Professional cleaners employed.  Cost $11,000.00. 

2015 • Once removal completed, students and parents/caregivers advised that gum was now 
a prohibited item. 

• Initial consequence involved students scraping gum from furniture and concrete 
around the school. 

• There was a reduction in gum use.  
• Professional cleaners employed to remove all gum.  Cost $3,000.00. 
• As a result of parent/caregiver consultation and the reduction in gum, the 

consequence was reverted to after-school detentions. 
• Unfortunately, the evidence of gum increased dramatically.  The cost of removal was 

once again extreme - $7,000.00. 

        
• The repeated use of school funds to remove the gum was unsustainable. 
• More complaints ensued as students exposure to both wet and dry gum increased. 
• Flu outbreak.  School advised to reduce contagion avenues. 
• Tamborine Mountain State High School in consultation with parents/caregivers and 

students amended the Responsible Behaviour Plan to record one Saturday detention 
for chewing gum. 

2017  
to date 

• Reduced cost of cleaning to less than $1,000.00 
• Money diverted from cleaning is now spent on improving student facilities – water 

coolers etc. 
• Students are well aware of the rule and its consequences.  The prime purpose of the 

rule is to ensure the ongoing health and safety of the school community. 
• Recently there has been a resurgence of gum possession and use.  Suspensions have 

been employed. 
 
Tamborine Mountain State High School will continue to implement consequences for gum 
possession and use in order to ensure the welfare of all school community members. 
 
Please note: 
• Venues such as the Brisbane Entertainment Centre also prohibit the possession of 

gum (sample from Brisbane Entertainment Prohibited Items). 
 
  



 


